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President’s Message.....2
Farwell and Good..........3
K7DLX’s Word Search..5
Murphy’s Ham Radio
Laws..............................5

Members of the Dixie Amateur Radio Club were
involved in many community activities during Oc-
tober.

First, of course,
the St. George
Mara thon .
Over 50 club
members were
involved in the
c o m m u n i c a -
tions and assis-
tance this year. A new mode this year was Amateur
Television, provided by club member Jon Duck-
worth, KB6TLJ. Jon was stationed at the water
tank above Sunset and Bluff streets, and provided
a clear view of the course from Diagonal to Snow
Canyon Parkway and beyond. Receivers were lo-
cated at the Recreation Center building and at the

(Continued on page 4)

Time once again to choose the amateur operators
who will lead this club
through the next year!

Have you given any thought
to helping your Club out?
Being a Club Officer can be
very rewarding and fun, An
added bonus is getting on the
inside and shaping the Club
and its events in 2011.

If you’re interested, make sure you attend the
November meeting where final nominations will
be held. Make your intentions known to any mem-
ber of the club, who will be more than happy to
nominate you for an office.

So. how does the election work? Actually very
simple. As per our bylaws, as a full member of

(Continued on page 4)

One of the events that everyone in DARC looks forward to is the Christmas Party. It’s
coming up! Mark your calendars for Friday, December 3, 2010! The place is Golden
Corral in St. George.

Pay for your own meal, then join your fellow DARC members in fun, fellowship, and
dinner. After dinner, the results of the 2011 officer elections will be announced. Then
two drawings will be held, one for a Yaesu FT-1900 55 watt 2 meter transceiver, and a
second for a used Kenwood TS-830, featuring 220 watts on 160-10 meters. Tickets for
the drawing are mailed with you

Join us, won’t you? All are welcome. And thank you for another wonderful year with
DARC!
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President...C. R. “Nick” Nickle W7CRN

Vice-President....Kory Talbot KE7MMH

Secretary.......... Kevin Merrill KE7TLW

Treasurer..........Harold Wells KE7OZG

Board Member.....Scott Taylor KE7YIQ

Board Member..Bruce Bissell KE7LGD

Board Member....Ken Forshee KE7DZI
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The November Board meeting will be
held on Thursday, November 4th at 7 PM
at my home, space is limited so any club
members that would like to attend please
notify me in advance at
w7crn@crnick.com.

I would like to thank all of our members
that participated in the St George Marathon and the Hunts-
man’s Senior Games for a job well done, and for representing
ham radio and the Dixie Amateur Radio Club in an outstanding
manner – THANK YOU.   And a special thanks to Lynn
Bateman and Gary Hall for serving as coordinators for these
events – THANK YOU.

Elections – At our October Club meeting, Norm Smith
KE7FPG representing the nominating committee presented the
slate of candidates for this year’s election.  There were no
nominations from the floor.  At the November Club meeting on
November 17th we will again ask for nominations from the
floor – this will be your last opportunity to have your name
placed on the ballot to run for a position of leadership in the
Club, we would like to have one more candidate for the offices
of President and Secretary. On Thursday November 18th bal-
lots will be mailed to all club members in good standing (dues
paid).  Currently the slate of nominees are: President – Scott
Taylor KE7YIQ; Vice President – Kyler Frei KF7BGA and
Gary Zabriskie N7ARE; Secertary – Kevin Merrill KE7TLW;
Treasurer – Lee Case N7UEC and Harold Wells KE7OZG;
Board Members (vote for two) – Mike Blenderman K7IC, Ken
Forshee K4SHE, Gary Hall K7ODM, and Daris Jensen
KD7BCK.

November Meeting – At our November Club meeting we will
view the Amateur Radio Video News DVD on Digital Voice
Techniques for VHF/UHF.  This video presents information on

(Continued on page 4)
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By Dan Farwell, W8EQA

The Internet exploded between 1995 and the end of the century.
Although there was fear among the amateur radio fraternity that this
electronic luxury would be the death knell for ham radio, it was not
to be!

Instead amateurs worldwide embraced the new technologies and
integrated their desires and ideas into the format that we now had
available.

One such pioneer was an English amateur, Peter, G3PLX.

He developed and perfected one of the best digital modes in popular use today, PSK-31. PSK stands for
phase shift keying. This is a keyboard-to-keyboard mode similar in operation to Radio Teletype or RTTY.

It works extremely well at low power
levels from QRP up and little practical
advantage is gained over about 50 watts
RF output.

This software is free on the Internet from
many sources and different platforms in-
cluding Windows and using a Sound-
Blaster type sound card. To get started
and just listen to PSK-31 is pretty simple.
An audio cable connected from your
transceivers speaker or headphone jack to
the “line in” connection on your Sound-
Blaster compatible soundcard is all the
hardware required. You can search
Google for a complete list of resources.

Download the software onto your 100
MHz (or faster) computer and you’ll be
enjoying PSK-31 in no time.

Give this mode a try, I think you’ll find
lots of interesting operators to talk with
and you might just have some fun!
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finish line.

Operators were placed at
every aid station, at strate-

gic points on the course, and in vehicles. Amateur operation
was provided in each official vehicle, and operators staffed
each shuttle bus as well. Finish line and control operations had
amateur operations as well. Thanks to Casey Lofthouse for the
excellent and professional Net Control operation he provided.

Lynn Bateman, KE7MXZ, handled the coordination and orga-
nization of the volunteers. The Club wishes to thank Lynn and
all the volunteers that participated for the professional and
effective incorporation of amateur radio into this event.

HUNTSMAN SENIOR GAMES

The Dixie Amateur Radio Club also provided communcations for selected Huntsman Senior Games events this year. From the
Triathlon to the bicycle races, efforts were coordinated admirably by Tom Smith K7AHD. Kudos to Tom and the volunteers who
once again showed that when it counts, Amateur Radio works!

(Continued from page 1)

DARC, you will be mailed a ballot
with the nominees. Included will be a
small envelope, and a larger envelope
with a spot for your callsign and signa-
ture, Mark the ballot, place it in the
small envelope, then place the small

envelope in the larger one, and write your name and callsign on the larger envelope.
Either mail it to the Club (quickly!) or bring it to the Christmas Party at Golden
Corral (see related article in this issue).

What happens then? The Secretary will look at the larger envelope, mark down your
callsign as having voted (to prevent voting more than once), then remove the small
envelope and discard the large one. Small envelopes are placed in the ballot box until
counting. This way your ballot remains secret, and the Club can maintain the integrity of the ballot.

Good luck to all who participate. We hope to see you all out at the Christmas Party where the new slate of officers will be
announced.

(Continued from page 1)
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D-Star and other digital voice applications used on the higher bands.

December Meeting and Christmas Party – The December Club
meeting/social/elections/Christmas party will be on Friday December 3rd 6 PM, at the
Golden Corral Buffet.  Pay for your own meals.  Door prizes will include a new Yaesu
FT-1900 55 watt 2 meter Transceiver, a used Kenwood TS-830 HF Transceiver (160-10
meters, 220 watts), and numerous other prizes – you must be present to win.  Mark your
calendar and don’t miss our Christmas party.  One ticket for the door prize drawing will be
sent to each member with their election ballot, additional drawing tickets may be obtained
for $1 each or 6 for $5 donation – contact our Treasurer Harold Wells KE7OZG.

(Continued from page 2)�����
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The highest voltage wire/component will find its way directly under
your screwdriver.

Any wire cut to length, will be too short.

A $250 circuit will blow to protect a 49 cent fuse.

A fail-safe circuit will destroy others

If a particular resistance is needed, that value will not be available.
Further, it cannot be developed with any available series or parallel
combination.

Probability of failure of a component, assembly, subsystem, or sys-
tem, is inversely proportional to the ease of repair or replacement.

If a circuit cannot fail, it will.

An instantaneous power supply crowbar circuit will operate too late.

After the last of the 16 mounting screws has been removed from an
access cover, it will be discovered that the wrong access cover has
been removed.

In specifications, Murphy’s Law will supersede Ohm’s law.

�
�2� ,��/�&���3�4�����
��


